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'Green' plan would save 
homes $1,000 a year 
Nonprofit utility proposed to focus on conservation 

By JEFF MONTGOMERY, The News Journal 
Posted Wednesday, April 25, 2007 

A state task force released a far-
reaching plan Tuesday to help 
consumers and businesses 
conserve energy and expand use 
of "renewable" supplies, 
potentially altering the course of a 
running debate over the need for a 
new state power plant. 

The Sustainable Energy Utility 
proposal would create a state-
supervised nonprofit dedicated to 
helping consumers, businesses 
and builders switch to energy-
efficient appliances, energy-saving building features and 
small-scale renewable energy projects. 

Officials estimated the approach -- which would support 
investments in small-scale solar-electric panels and 
geothermal heating and cooling systems -- could cut energy 
waste by 30 percent by 2015 for each participant, saving 
households $1,000 annually on average. 

"Energy costs are too high for our families, and they really 
hurt our state's economy," said state Sen. Harris B. McDowell 
III, D-Wilmington North, a task force co-chairman. "You 
cannot get a unit of energy cleaner or cheaper than to find a 
way effectively to not use it." 

Other states have formed conservation utilities, but none is as 
broad as the one proposed by the task force. The nonprofit would help homeowners 
and businesses purchase high-efficiency appliances at costs comparable to regular 
systems by paying the difference. It also would help low- and moderate-income 
families install small-scale solar or other generating units by expanding the state's 
weatherization program. 

The nonprofit would pay for the projects initially with proceeds from bonds. It would 
then make money by having the businesses and homeowners share energy credits with 
it. The proposal is politically palatable, in part, because the bonds would be wholly 
separate from state bonds. 

John M. Byrne, director of the University of Delaware's Center for Energy and 
Environmental Policy, said the approach could save about 300 megawatts of electricity 

Jack Buckley's solar panel 
system generates up to 6.6 
kilowatts on sunny days, an 
initiative lawmakers want 
more Delawareans to take 
up. 
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generation in Delaware. 

The 16-member task force's plan relied heavily on university researchers for support 
and expertise. Lawmakers created the group in June, shortly after ordering Delmarva 
Power to seek a new in-state source of electricity. 

The Public Service Commission has been wrestling for months with a proposal to send 
Delmarva Power recommendations for one or more long-term power purchase 
agreements. Three bidders are in the running, with up to 400 megawatts of electricity 
and billions of dollars in long-term customer costs at stake. 

Delmarva Power has opposed the projects, favoring conservation and better 
management of customer demand instead. Some lawmakers have predicted the 
commission and three state agencies judging the plans could decline all the offers, or 
postpone action by seeking proposals from a wider area. 

"Nobody wants to do nothing," said John A. Hughes, secretary of Delaware's 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control. "Harris' proposal clearly 
gives us a do-something option." 

Lawmakers ordered Delmarva Power to seek bids for a new plant last year, after rates 
jumped 59 percent following deregulation and a six-year freeze. 

In the task force proposal, costs to ratepayers would be about 18 cents monthly 
through a proposed increase in the Green Energy Fund surcharge on state utility bills. 
The fund was enacted in 1999 and collects $1.5 million annually to promote 
conservation and renewable energy sources. 

Among the projects the nonprofit could subsidize are solar panels for Delawareans. 

Albion resident Allen R. Locke Jr. installed a solar power system about half the size he 
wanted for his home because of subsidy limits in 2001 and 2002. But the 48 panels 
still have cut his electricity costs in half -- even after installation of a new central air-
conditioning system and Delmarva Power rate hike. 

"During the day, on a bright, sunshiny day like today, it handles the whole house," 
Locke said. "We're probably pumping power back to Delmarva today." 

Delaware homes consume far more electricity than those in eight other states evaluated 
by the center that Byrne directs. 

An average home in New York, which has aggressively pursued conservation, uses 
about 46 percent of the electricity an average Delaware home uses. New Jersey 
consumes about 53 percent of the amount used in Delaware. 

Hughes said the Minner administration is supportive of the task force approach. 

In addition to legislation to create the nonprofit, the task force recommended that 
utilities set a goal of getting 20 percent of energy from renewable supplies by 2019, 
doubling the current target. 

Senate Minority Leader Charles L. Copeland, R-West Farms, said the plans would 



provide rapid returns for the state. 

"It's just the right time, the right place," Copeland said. 

Contact Jeff Montgomery at 678-4277 or jmontgomery@delawareonline.com.  
 

Posted by: ChaseS- Wed Apr 25, 2007 9:42 am 

No such thing as a fail-safe nuc. anything can happen, material defects, improper installation, 
relief valves set wrong, etc.......  
 
Don't get me wrong, they are very safe if made to today's standards, very safe. but the term 
"fail-safe" is not true. 

Posted by: TalkisCheap- Wed Apr 25, 2007 9:36 am 

People don't want to face the fact that nuclear is probably our best bet for the future.  
 
After TMI and the Hanoi Jane movie, everyeone got scared. Fact is, with today's technology, we 
can build fail safe nuclear power plants just about anywhere. 

Posted by: StigRodent FreedomFighter- Wed Apr 25, 2007 8:49 am 

I love it! This plan reduces current CO2 emission levels! Plus the majority of its funding comes 
from free market bonds - not taxpayer money - and not state bonds. Bond people don't agree 
to fund stuff like this unless the honestly believe it will pay off.  
 
The NRG and Blue Water projects need to be able to recover their costs of construction and 
operation with a regulated guarantee that those costs can be passed on to the consumer. NRG 
increases CO2 levels and Blue Water, while it does not generate new CO2, does nothing to 
reverse the current levels.  
 
This plan helps implement renewables while increasing energy efficiency and cutting use. Right 
now, there is no need for an increase in capacity for something like 10 years. With this plan we 
are looking at no need for increased capacity for 30 years or more.  
 
With a plan like this in place, it will encourage energy generators like Blue Wind to build on 
renewable sources because energy suppliers like Delmarva will be required to use more 
renewable sources under this plan. (Keep in mind the difference between a company like Blue 
Wind who generates energy and then sells it on the open market to supppliers like Delmarva 
who deliver it to you - Delmarva does not generate.) 

Posted by: ismurray- Wed Apr 25, 2007 8:46 am 

Fossil fuel pollution, from Delaware’s existing plants is, at this very second, being dumped into 
the air, land and waters adding to the global warming damages that will be around for future 
generations, into the next century.  
 
The public wants clean zero fuel emission energy of wind power. Are our officials up to 
decisions of integrity regarding the future world climate, the Middle East problems, over their 
own local, personal interests and gains? Our leaders have been denying health and 
environmental damages all along. Clean, renewable, alternative zero emission fuels of wind and 
sun, are holding the promise of a future for all of us.  
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