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SPONSOR: Sen. McDowell & Rep. Spence 

Sens. Henry, Copeland, Sokola, Cloutier, Marshall; Reps. DiPinto, 
McWilliams, Plant, Johnson, Keeley, Buckworth 

 
DELAWARE STATE SENATE 

 
143rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 45 

 
ESTABLISHING A BLUE RIBBON TASK FORCE TO INVESTIGATE AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS THERETO AS 
TO THE FEASIBILITY OF DEVELOPING A SUSTAINABLE ENERGY UTILITY WITHIN THE STATE OF DELAWARE. 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of energy in the State of Delaware is stretching the budget of every Delawarean; and 1 

WHEREAS, energy costs are soaring in part because of local reliance on volatile foreign commodities and fossil fuels; and 2 

WHEREAS, our neighboring states are exploring the establishment of energy efficiency utilities which are significantly 3 

less reliant on foreign commodities and fossil fuels; and 4 

WHEREAS, the State of Delaware will be well served by identifying best practices for renewable energy and energy 5 

efficiency programs; and 6 

WHEREAS, motivating private sector investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency can lead to the development 7 

of a sustainable energy market; and 8 

WHEREAS, a sustainable energy utility could combine the experience of other states and the innovation and efficiency of 9 

industry; and 10 

WHEREAS, the use of a Tax Reduction Partnership to create a Solar Lifeline can foster investment in renewable energy 11 

and provide benefits to moderate and low income families in Delaware, whose energy costs make up a larger portion of their budget 12 

than the median household; and 13 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the State of Delaware and every Delawarean that this General Assembly explore 14 

the possible establishment of a sustainable energy utility within the State; 15 

NOW, THEREFORE: 16 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the 143rd General Assembly of the State of Delaware, the House of Representatives 17 

thereof concurring therein, that there is hereby created a Sustainable Energy Utility Task Force to be comprised of the following 18 

members: 19 
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(1) Three (3) members of the Senate appointed by the Senate President Pro Tempore, one (1) to serve as 20 

Chairperson; 21 

(2) Three (3) members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House; 22 

(3) The State Energy Coordinator, or his or her designee; 23 

(4) The Director of the University of Delaware’s Center for Energy and Environmental Policy, who shall serve as 24 

Co-chairperson of the Task Force; and 25 

(5) The Public Advocate, or his or her designee. 26 

(6) Two (2) members of the public, one (1) appointed by the Senate President Pro Tempore and one (1) appointed by 27 

the Speaker of the House. 28 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Delaware State Senate shall provide administrative staffing for the Task Force. 29 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Task Force shall investigate the feasibility of developing a sustainable energy 30 

utility within the State of Delaware and shall report its findings and conclusions to both chambers of the General Assembly no later 31 

than December 15, 2006.  The Task Force may present partial findings and conclusions prior to December 15, 2006, and is 32 

encouraged to do so, if feasible.  33 

SYNOPSIS 

This Resolution creates a Blue Ribbon Task Force to explore the feasibility of the development of a Sustainable Energy 
Utility in the State of Delaware.  A short term goal of the Task Force is to study the possible establishment of Tax Reduction 
Partnership to Create a Solar Lifeline. 

Author:  Senator McDowell 




